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Lecture summary: 
 
‘Quand partons-nous pour le bonheur’ wrote 19th century French poet Charles Baudelaire in his intimate journals: 
describing the basic, disconsolate condition of Romanticism that echoed across time and space, encapsulating a 
yearning in certain European artists well into the late 20th century. This yearning for an alternative world was for nothing 
less than the emancipation of the individual; for freedom from the constraints of the Enlightenment and academism that 
continued to haunt the emergence of the modern artist. At first, British and French artists recognised this alternative 
‘exotic’ world in cultures of the middle East: Orientalism. Then Oceania and Asia came into play, particularly with the 
march of English and French colonization of the South Pacific. This lecture focuses on three eccentric Australians who in 
the middle of the 20th century pursued an exotic dream beyond their anglo-celtic-saxon heritage - not without danger and 
controversy - and who were natural heirs to Baudelaire’s famous declarations.   
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